Q\Pl.ey G |
Believe It

or Not/
SOUVENIR
' GUIDEBOOK

@\!‘e7 S
Belxeve It
Not’

APassport to ithe ‘),fmm‘w
Hw Bizarrve & ihe U mfmhc vable j

" J'..-
: L 'y s J:"‘
W N



UNITED STATES OF AMEFHCA

- Daie of hirth / Daiz'de ne!
,ﬁ? 25 Dec 1890

ssance / Fecha de nacimiento

A — Sex / Sexe /[ Sexo .
: -u-.-f F .4. rj,'f FaF i i -'I '
" I A d ¥ id - Y FE J

Placsof 'H‘m/llz‘i.l ¢a neigsance / Lugar de nacimiento
Santa Rosa, California

Written by Edward Meyer 7
Designed by Infinile |deas & DeS|gns Casselberry, F Flonda e
71 edition, Copyright © 2010 by Rlpley Enteridinment Inc. AII rights reserved

No part of this work may be reproduced gr transmitted in any form or by any means. electronic
ar mechanical including photocopying and recording. or by any infermation storage or retrieval
system without prior written permission of Ripley Entertainment Inc, Address inquiries to VP
Exhibits & Archives. Ripley Entertainment inc. 7576 Kingspointe Parkway, Suite 188 Orlando.
Florida, 32819. |SBN # 1-893951-07-3

!.

P<USARIPLEY<<ROBERT<LEROY<«<<cccccacccccccasgc<s

L L LI L G L L L L

Bi-hs‘w It
or Not!"

ﬁﬁmu

e' m (LT T




Ripley's Believe It or Notl Museum
Ripley Museo De Aunque Usted No
Lo Creal

Londres No. 4, Col. Juarez

México 06600 D.F.

(5285) 546-7670

Ripley's Believe It or Notl Museum
901 North Ocean Boulevard
Myrtle Beach, SC 29577

(8643) 446-2331

Ripley’s Believe It or Not! Odditorium
234 W. 42nd Street

New York, NY 10036

(212) 398-3133

Ripley's Believe It or Not! Museum
Mariner Square

250 S.W. Bay Boulevard

Newport, OR 97365

(641) 265-2206

Ripley's Believe It or Not! Museum
4960 Clifton Hill

Niagara Falls, Ontario

Canada L2G 3N4
(205)-366-22358

Ripley’s Believe It or Not! Museum
Pier Building, 401 Atlantic Avenue
Ocean City, MD 21642

(410) 288-56600

Ripley's Believe It or Not! Museum
&201 International Drive

Orlando, FL 328192

(407) 351-5603

Ripley's Believe It or Not! Museum
9807 Front Beach Road

Panama City Beach, FL 32407
(650) 230-6113

Ripley's Believe It or Not!
Odditorium

Soul Shopping Centre
Cavill Mall

Surfers Paradise
Queensland, 4217 Australia
61-7-565692-0040

Ripley's Believe It or Notl Museum
Royal Garden Flaza

218 Moo 10 Beach Road
Nongprue, Banglamung k
Chonburi 20260 Pattaya, Thailand
(66) 38-710-294

Ripley's Believe It or Not! Museum " / ' 3 A |
19 San Marco Avenue - .ﬁ'?-g’ﬂmﬂuu“-‘ Y
5t. Augustine, FL 32084 vt “‘l“mn“; o
(904) 824-1606 e e
5 TR &

Ripley's Believe It or Notl Museum
307 Alamo Plaza

San Antonio, TX 786205

(210) 224-9299

Ripley's Believe It or Not! Museum
176 Jefferson Street

San Francisco, CA 84133

(41B) 771-61886

Ripley's Believe [t or Not! Museum
Boulevard Manuel Avila Camacho S/N
PLAZA ACUARIO, local 57
Col. Flores Magon

C.F. 21900, Veracruz.

Vera Cruz, Mexico
52-229-932-74-47

Ripley's Believe It or Not! Museum
1735 Richmond Road
Williamsburg, VA 23185

(767) 220-9220

Ripley's Believe It or Not! Museum
115 Broadway, PO. Box 411
Wisconsin Dells, Wl 53865

(608) 253-7556
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Museums

Ripley's Believe It or Not! Museum
1441 Boardwalk

Atlantic City, NJ 05401

{€09) 347-2001

Ripley's Beligve it or Not! Museum
135 Outer Ring Road, Yarathur Hobil
Marathalli Junstion

Bangalore, India, 560037

+ 91-60-25252-126 x:25

Ripley's Believe It or Not! Museum
Ocean Boulevard, Units 5 & ©
Seuth Promenade

Blackpool, Lancashire

FY4 1EZ England

(44) 1253-341033

Ripley's Believe It or Not! Museum
5526 W. Highway 76

Branson, MO 65616

(4H17) 337-6300

Ripley’s Believe It or Not! Museum
Cranberry Village, R.R. #&6
Cavendish, Prince Edward |sland
Canada, COA TNO

(902) 963-2242

Ripley's Believe It or Not! Museum
Radhuspladsen &7

DK-1550 Copenhagen ¥

Denmark

(45) 33-918291

Ripley's Believe It or Not! Museum
E00 Parkway

Gatlinburg, TN 37738

(665) 436-5026

Ripley's Believe It or Not! Museum
601 Palace Parkway

Grand Prairie, TX 75050

{972) 263-2391

Ripley's Believe It or Not! Museum
Ripley Museo De Aunque Usted No
Lo Creal

Morelos # 215

Centro Histdrico

Guadalajara, C.F. 44100 Jalisco
México

(523) 614-8467

Ripley’s Believe It or Not! Museum
6780 Hollywood Boulevard
Hollywood, CA 20028

(323) 466-6335

Riplay's Believe It or Not! Museum
140 N. Cache Street, FO. Box 954
Jackson Hole, WY 83001

(307) 734-0000

Ripley's Believe It or Not! Museum
108 Duval Street

Key West, FLL 33040

(30B) 295-29359

Ripley's Believe It or Not! Museum
The London Favillion

1 FPiccadilly Circus

London, Englang

(020) 3238-0022

Ripley's Believe It or Not! Museum
Al Sha'ab Leisure Park

Baghdad Street

Maidan Hawally, Kuwait

(00) 965 561-3777

Ripley's Believe It or Not! Museum
First World Plaza,

Genting Highlands

Kuala Lumpur 6200

Pahang Darul

Makmur, Malaysia
603-55122366
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The Ripley film.collection,
including segaments alred
on our internationally
acclaimed television
series, is an integral part
of every Ripley museum.
Presentations typically
range from ore to six
minutes in length and
are displayed in a wide
variety of settings, from
small walk-by TY monitors,
to sit-down theaters, to
even the occasional film
on a wall, ceiling or entire
mirrored prism shaped
rocmi Every film has been
hana selected and custom
edited To bring attention
to a etory that truly has
To be geen to be believed.

The content of the films
offers the entire gamut
of the Ripley world: Ripley
kimself in exotic locales,
unusual cultures, odd
individuals and individuale
performing strange,
unbelievable and often
death-defying stunts. Only
at Ripley'e are you likely
to come face to face with
an eight foot tall glant,
peopie whe eat crocodiles,
people eaten by Great
White sharks, actual wolf
men, three-legged dogs,
spaghetii-eating cats,
people who can paint
pictures on single strands
of human hair, or a man
strong encugh to pull two
fire trucks using a rope
tied around his waist.

How rnany? Thraz?
Wrong. There are six - no joks!
Co ansad read it agair.

THE REASONING

The brain cannot process
the "F"s in "OF”"
Incredible or what?
Anyong wno counts all six “F*s on
the first go is a genius -
three is normal, four guite rare.

Hbove ~ Beliove H o Mot/ ever
amallest child can move a five ton boulder.
&@-%M&W.ﬁuma
working watey faucet floating in the air.
R - Reu, Kevin Fast, as seen on fiin,
moved two 32,000 4. fine trucks.

AlGieRs — 194

£~ Kobext Loroy @é} 3 &Kefm{g obsession
with travel began in 1314, Hbove - He is
shouwn second from the sight.

Bolow ~ 4639 Chincie New Yoar feast,
Ve York 1942,

= | IR ELEBRATGH OF

E NEW JEAR 4039
o Hoystuaw
. FER ISz



Ripley was nicknamed “the Modern Marco Folo” by the Duke of
Windsor His travels took him to the four corners of the world, On
one trip alone, he crossed two continerits and covered 24,000
miles—15, OO0 miles by ait, 5,000 miles by ship and over 1,000
miles by camel, donkey & horse!

Ripley's early cartoons, a collection of oddities found on his
Jjourneys, were first published in book form by Simon & Schuster in
1929. Believe it or Not! by Ripley, sold over a half a million copies
and was on the pestseller list for months; it would stay in print for
nearly forty years. Today, it all the Believe 1t or Not! books ever
published—well over a hundred titles—were stacked one upon
avothen the total numper of books sold would be over 150 times as
tall a5 New York City's Empire State Building

In 1222, after signing or 2 a syndicated cartoonist with King
Features, part of the William Randolph Hearst newspaper empire,
Ripley's salary rocketed from $10,000 to $100,000 a year. A legend
was borh and Ripley would soon become the first cartoonist to
make a million dollars a year.

ouer, ﬂ@@

"“Rip’s” Mosl Dioubted “Believe It or Not”
At the height of his pop- E

ularity, the Believe it or Not!
feature was carried in over
260 newspapers areund
the world, was translated
into 17 different languages
and had a daily readership
of 80 million people!

The response from his
readers, many demanding
proof of his unbellevable
statements, was equally
incredizle. One cartoon
alone, published in 1927, in
which Ripley stated that
Charlgs Lindbargh was not
the first man to cross the
Atlantic by plane, drew

T {INDBERGH
VIS BEGTE Man To
MASE A RSP ELIGHT

gz T ATLAHGC Geis |

Wef 4 agﬂd&ﬁgﬁ carfoon drew over
170,000 lotfors from angiy veadass
each. ca/é'/lg ﬂale# a liat.

Feobert Ripley once said
he would never run out
of Believe It or Nots! and
he was right. Despite his
death, our researchers and
travelers continue to aded
modern wonders to his
collection of oddities every
day. Taday there are many
exhibits in our collection
even Ripley himself would
have had trouble believing,
We have exhibits from the
microscopic world and the
worlds of science and com-
puter technologies. We have
artifacts flown i space,
including flags flown on the
moon and extremely rare
metbeorites from the planet
Mars! We also have hands-
on puzzles, games and
illusions that defy reason
and logic; illusions that can
alter a person's appear-
ance, or make their skin
crawl; equilibrium destroy-
ing tunnel rides—and the
strangest assortment
of video presentations ever
assembled.

L =18

Count the nurmber of "F's in
the following text:

FINISHED FILES ARE THE
RESULT OF YEARS OF

SCIENTIFIC STUDY COMBINED

WITH THE EXPERIENCE
OF YEARS

Above ~ Siamese twins, orjust an ilusion?
Below - Evory Ripleg museum has a unigue
ple & bizamre stunts, Facing Page ~Enter

the rotating tunnel, if you dore/
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iJinvmstlg
fmund taht the
odrer Itteers
are wtitren in
deson't mttaer
as Inaog as the
frist and Isat
Itteers are in the
rgiht palce. Yua'll
be albe to raed
the wrnds cro-
| erctiy no mtater
how jubmied the
Iteters are. It
semes taht gl.;ur
barin dosne't
raed ecah Iteter
but sees the
wohle wrod at
ocne!

‘y N N Gooks sold would steck upts 65,

%faé 3 é'p;ama State Building!

170,000 letters! This
cartoon made Ripley so
famous that postmen
forwarded his mail even
without a full address.
Envelopes simply
addressed, “To Rip” or “To
the World’s Biggest Liar”
were all delivered. One
man even sent a letter
written in a microscopic
code that could only be deciphered with a magnifying glass. The
bizarre forms of addresses and the sheer volume of mail was
enough for the U. 5. Postmaster General to issue a decree in
1930: “...mail to Ripley would not be delivered if the address was
incomplete or indecipherable.” The law had little effect, however;
“Rip-o-mania”™ was sweeping the world.

T




A Ripley contest to find unbeliev-
able stories that ran in over one
hundred newspapers for two weeks
in 1232 drew 1,790,000 entries, A
decade iater, 2 contest dedicated
to the war effort brought an all-time
record number 19, 712, 213 responses!
A slrvey conducted in 1936 revealed
that Ripley's cartoons were the most
popuiar feature in any paper and had
a'greater readerstip than even front-
page news. Ripley himself was voted
the most popular.man’in Arierica,
above movie sbars, sporte figures
and even FPresident Roosevelt,

Ripley's fans included the rich, the
poor, tne famous and people of all
Riploy dubbed Wagne Harbour ~ 2ges. His most famous fan, however,
“Too man who woulde ¢ belleve” WaS 24 man who made it his life's mis-

sion to try and prove Ripley a liar!
Wayne Harbout, & postal worker of
Bedford, lowa, wag an intrepid letver

,.z.v"‘bv writer. For twenty-six years he wrote
“GPARKY" letters to people featured in the
Believe It or Not! cartoon attempt-
ing to find factual errors in the
HUNTINGHDOG cartoon. Belisve It or not he wrote
THAT EATS PINSTACKS, SCREWS  over 17,000 letters, but never
‘;:‘DCR?ZSﬁUf?Qg?pAEFKﬁ‘? received a single reply that con-

- . tradicted one of Ripley's state-

NE - -
HA HARBOUR of Bedferd, lows,
AS A HOBBY HAS WRITTEN A
LETTER TO CONFIRM THE
AUTHENTICITY OF EVERY ITEM IN
BELIEVE T OR NOT
DURING THE PAST 19 YEARS/
HE HAS WRITTEN ITI72 LETTERS,
SPENT NEARLY 1500 (N POSTAGE,
DEVOTED 7167 HOURS TO HiS
HOBBY- AND FILLED 75
SCRAPBOOKS WITH REPLIES FROM
EVERY CORNER OF THE WORLD

Charles Schaly i veny finat ments! Upon his death, Wayne's
Mﬁm waspart of widow donated his vast collection
a-%& Boliowe For Mot/ of correspendence—over 0

oo panel. cartons—tothe Ripley company.
Today Waynes life work has been

preserved and can be seen in Ripley museums around the world.

Ancther famous Ripley fan, who would later settle in Ripley's
hometown of Santa Rosa, California, was the late Charles Schulz,
creator of Charlie Brown and the “Feanuts” cartoons. Charles
Schulz’s first ever-published drawing, a sketch of a certain dog
that would later become famous as “Snoopy”, appeared in the
Believe it or Notl cartoon panel of February 22, 1937.

Last but not least in the Ripley's world of the macabre are full-
size graveyards, cemeteries filled with artifacts associated with
death, but also with headstones with authentlec unusual and
amusing epitaphs. Robert Ripley was very fond of graveyard humor
{perhaps because his firet job as a teenager was polishing tomb-
stones), and he collected literally hundreds of samples of odd and
comical epitaphs like:

Ileve lies Loster Moore senooris o
. "’ Teacher has
Four shugs from——— wone nome,
ﬂ [UI‘L\_[("“‘ Herw .(f:'.\‘ i o Athoivt
y A ronsed 74 asred
uu/J/uc(' (ukyu

Xo Les, No Moore

Here lies Jonathan Blake

Stepped on the gas
Instead of the brake.

0 follow yoi
| ampet content
Howdo | kinow
which way
YOU wents

\ ; And the all-time favorite:
1%/ 1TOLD YOU I WAS SICK!

71/ In addition to unusual coffins, mourning
"/ mementoes, the occasional mummy, and the
eerie tombstones, be forewarned that each
Ripley graveyard also hosts a sprightly ghost

who might just make you die laughing!
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torture collection has expanded
to include the stock and trade
of modern witchcraft as first
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practiced by Dr. Gerald T
Gardner of England, voodoo Sl 2
paraphernalia from Africa, the
Caribbean and New Orleans,
20™ century prison and crime artifacts,
and a wide assortment of genuine "vampire killing kits".
Including everything one might need to kill a suspected vampire—
or at least scare him off if he keeps his distance—these kits were
made in America and sold to "tourists" planning to visit Romania and
Transylvania, destinations suspected in the 19th century of housing
scores of vampires! A typical vampire kit contains, garlic, a mirror,
a pistol, an ivory cross (often the pistol is hidden inside the cross),
silver ot lead bullets, a Bible, a mallet and the proverbial wooden
stake to be driver through the heart of the demenic creature!
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Ripley museums also have galleries
devoted to the "darker" side of human
hature—where torture devices, grave-
yards and even vampires and ghosts,
are on display.

Ripley visited Europe several times

4,000 yr. old mummified during the 1920-30s in search of
hand of an Egyptian priestess  Medieval Torture weapons, and on one
trip te Germany in 1928 he carried
home dozens of torture devices once associated with the Spanish
Inquisition and the infamous Castle of Nuremberg, The most grue-
some of his finds was an authentic "lron Maiden', This torture
device, a metal and wood female shaped cabinet embedded with
13 iron spikes, was desighed to pierce the eyes, throat and heart
of religious heretice. Prisoners found guilty of heresy died a most
hideous death in the "Malden's" embrace. Their bedies would ke 50
mangled and bloody, that rather than touch the corpse, the bot-
tom of the "Maiden" would be opened up and the remains dumped
unceremaniously into the castle’s moat, or a nearby river.
Other European tarture devices on display—many invented
to punish suspected witches—include chastity belts, placed on
young girls and wives by their fathers or husbands to assure they
remained faithful

and pure; spiked i 1.
chairs, the ultimate ’) " ) ﬁ* ' -
in uncomfortable fur- ) P oo rl \
hiture: manacles of % £ s
every size and shape, 1 =
from handcuffs to - |
full body shackles; - iz {‘ ;/

llloties, stocks and il | ~
Zibbsts. designed to ﬁé, | & 3
imprison criminals o
without maiming 138
them; ahd a'dss- A genuine two-headed skeleton

tardly assortment
of thumb screws,
brands, branks (iron masks often shaped like ahimals or horned

devils) and gagging devices known as "The Fear of Agony". ! _=-- R i Chicker Sz, Wexico, 1933.
& . -




Live fram the bottom of the Carlitad Caverns, June 2. 1338,

/P Hge of Radio

During the 1930s and 40s Rivley's stories of the odd and unusu-
al entered millicns of | mhg rooms across America via radic, Ripley

picneered “ori-location” broadcaste and verformed many “fir

in the nistory of radio. Be was the first person to broadcast from
ship to shore, the first to broadcast from Australia to Americs
and the first to broadcast around the world simultaneously Jsing a
corps of translators. He interviewed z handler of poiscnous snake
from a enake pit in Florida and a daredevil skydiver in Georaia w Ilalf
fa!iimg TZ,OOO feet before opening hie parachute. He went behind
Niagara Falls and to the vottom of a shark tank, He went under-
groung in the Carlsbad Cavarne, down the Colorado River in the
Grand Canyon, and he even dragged his staff gnd eguipment to the
North Fole!l He interviewed accident survivars, baseball iegends,
politicians, and ch one Christmas Eve he aven interviewed 2 man
hamed Santa Llaus and a woman named Merry Christmas)

R- :‘?f,'a{:eg froadeast a radio ¢how from the battom of
Warineland, Flovida s shark tank on Feb. 23, 1340,

* Miniature paintings of Hollywood,
sports and political celebrities
painted on Sparish biack beans

® Fartraits created from hundreds
of jellybeans

THERE ARE 20 TRIANGLES
I VIS1E STAR

¢ Miniature landecape paintings
and writings on rice grains

s Cars covered with thousands
of doltars worth of coins!

¢ Fortraits painted on animals,
including snakes, butterflies
and even vampire bats

A dinosaur made completely from
discarded car parts.

# Purses and rugs made from
clgarette wrappers.

s Clathing, including vests, pants,
hats, mittens and skirts, made
from dog and human hair

s Da Virci's "Mona Lisa" and Botticelli's
"The Birth of Venus' recreated
using slices of burnt toast

3;“3:;) Footbzll players made from

¥ gum wrappers.




If, however, wood is not your thing, Ripley's offers a wide variety of
one-of-a-kind zany art made from slightly more exetic mediums:

* A 20" % 26" recreation of
Van Gogh's self portrait
produced entirely
from over 3,000
pogteards
of famous Van
Gogh paintings!

* Copies of
Michelangelo's
"The Fieta"
and Da Vinci's
"The Last Supper"
thade from ordinary
brown paper grocery
shapping bage

* Medieval armor for cats!

¢ Human figures and
damestic animals
made from broken
toys scavenged
from city dumps

¢ Two and three-
dimetisional
works, including
John Wayne, made from
recycled lint collected
from laundry
clothes dryers

* A life size horae, o
a dinosaur.and a p:‘
rhineceros made ' 5
from car bumpers 1 \\."L_.‘ 5

!
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In 1938 on perhaps his most memorable show, Ripley described
for his listeriars the dramatic, live performance of one Kuda Bux, an
Indian firewalker. A twenty-foot ditch was dug in a parking lot out-
side Radio City in New York and filled with fiery coals. Twenty-four
hours later with the temperature inside the pit at 1,400 degrees
Fahrenheit, Kuda Bux waiked across the pit. not once, but twicel
When examined by Ripley and a team of doctors it was found that
Bux had absolutely no injuries,

During other broadcasts Ripley recalled his adventures in exotic
lands and the curicus people he encoutitered. His radio show, which
started as a weekly show but at times was aired nightly, was one
of the most popular radio shows of all time and was on the air con-
tinuously for fourteen consecutive years (1930-1944),

World War |l changed the world of radio and ushered in the age of
television. Ripley, always a risk-taking pioneer, was up to the chal-
lerges of the exciting new medium. In 1948 he created a television

Kude Burw walked on a bed of hot coals live on the Rip Loy wclio
0 62 r’?&gz/._iz"’ 2, 1838, thow was horored tff,! Riploy ot wn

elatoiate Fudian dinnan preas conforence on ugut 16

HOW RANY
EQUILATERAL TRIANCLES?

Hhove R - Loals May
created from 21,000+ individually
cut stone crgstals.

At Ripley's, however, the artist's
medium is often more remarkable
than the actual artwork. Many of
Ripley's best artwork has been cre-
ated from unusual things, including
ordinary household objects like,
popsicle sticks, cigarette wrappers,
dog hair, black beans, jelly beans,
laundry lint, toast, toothpicks and
matchsticks!

Ripley's hae some of the world's
rost beautiful sculptures made
from matchsticke and toothpicks.
There are planes, boats, space
ships, a San Francisco cable car,

a 1@’ long Titanic, a 24’ tall Eiffet
Towen, a 40" long Great Wall of
China, and even a magnificent 1%’
long scale model of a 1907 Silver
Ghost Rolls Royce car with moving
partel

There are also literally hundreds
of examples of more traditional
wood carvings in the Ripley col-
lection, including wood whittied
whimsies in bottles, continuous
chaine carved from a single piece
of wood, and "Tramp art™—items
tade by itinerant hoboes during
the Great Depression from cigar
boxes in exchange for a meal or
temporary shelter.




WEIRD & WACKY ART

Every Ripley
tMuseurn houses
a gallery of “fine art" including wall
paintinge, mosaice, and three-dimen-
sional sculptures. From the classical
to the incredible, Ripley's has it all.
The prizes of the collection are full-
sizé vehicles, including 2 Jaguar car
and Cinderella's pumpkin carriage,
carved completely from wood, and an
exquisite two-sided sculpture called
"The Devil and the Damsel". Carved
in Germany in the 19th century out
of fruitwood, one side of the statue
shows the figure of Margaret from
Goethe's Faust, a damsel who rep-
resente goodness and purity. On the
other side is a frightening image of
Mestopheles, the Devil. So why is this
statue unique? Believe it or not, it is
impossible to see both images at the
same time. Someone looking at the
damsel has no idea the devil is lurk-
ing so close, and vice versa, a person
staring at the devil is totally unaware
of the preserce of the serene beauti-
ful maid on the opposite sidel

Hhove - The NMona Fisa
recreated from B 3 slices of
toadt, Below £- £ 1807
Rolls Royce car created from
over 1,000,000 matehaticks,
Below - Or one side of this
alatue ia the devil, R~ On the
other is & maiden.
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Ripley helped veptile expert Ross Allen mith o dungerous vattleinake
live on atr from Silver Springs, Floride, May 17, 1936.

pilot based on one of hie most popular radio shows, the story of
Grimaldi the melancholy clown. The pliot was a great success and
led in 1849 to Ripley being given one of the very firet regular weekly
television series.

The show featured Ripley interviewing celebrities and subjects of
Belizve It or Notl cartoons. [t also showed him drawing his cart.oons
and discussing his favorite unusual artifacts. Some segments were
filmed in his palatial BION |sland mansion and others were filmed in
his downtown Manhattan studio apartment. The grind of a weekly
TV show scon took its toll, however, and Ripley had a heart attack
on air during the 13th episode. He died in a hospital three days
later. Ironically his last broadcast concerned the origing of the mili-
tary death song “Taps.”

The show continued after his death with guest MCs for two full
seasons and Believe It or Not! has returned to television in three
different formats since, including the latest incarration beginning
in January 2000 starring Dean Cain and Kelly Fackard.

Lack al the chart and say the COLSR, nol lhe WORD.

YELLOW BLUEL ORANGE
RED GREEN
PURPLE YELLOW RED
ORANGE GREEN
BLUE RED PURPLE
GREEN BLUE ORANGE

Leil - Rignt Conilict
Your right brain iries to say The coler but
your 1&{l brain lisists ¢m reading the word.



Ripley was married briefly early in his
career, but by the 1930s he was living up to
his reputation ae America's most ¢ligible
bachelor, a man about town who thrived on

activity and relished all things strange: His personality in many
waye was as unusual as the stories and objects he collected.
A colleague once said “the most curious object in the [Ripley]
collection iz probably Mr. Ripley himself.” He drew his cartoon every-

Robert Ripley and
Thailand s Flowr Girls

carved from thousands
of pieces of camel and
water buffalo bones.
Perhaps the oddest
Oriental curios, how-
ever, are artifacts from
Tibet made from human
bones! The Ripley
collection includes leg
bone flutes, complete
shaman outfits made
from hundreds of carved
bones, and coffee pots,
drums and altar bowls
made from the skulls
of saints! These bowls
were filled with a wine
and blood potion that
when consumed was
supposed to insure
mortality—as well as
bringing rain and ridding
the drinker's house

of snakes!

Chinese Camel
bone cawing detail

- F
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Ripley's favorite obsession was the Far
East. For over twenty-five years he dedi-
cated himself to exploring the ancient

_ cuttures, habits and beliefs of the Orient.

- ;' In doing so, he gave many Westerners
' their first glimpse into an exotic world they
had never seen or would never experience
first hand.

All three of Ripley's palatial residences were
lavishly decorated with Oriental art and arti-
facts, everything from rugs and dragon beds
to delicate cricket cages (used to house prize
winning Chinese fighting crickets), and massive
bronze figures called "The Guardians of Heaven”. Representing
incarnations of the Buddhist deities Brahma and Indra, these
statues known as "Halt all Evil" and "Kill all Evil" once stood
guard at the entrance to Ripley’s B.L.O.N. Island estate, but
now guard the gateway to the Believe It or Not! museum in St.
Augustine, Florida.

For centuries artists in the Orient have used natural materi-
als to create wonderful works of art. Ripley's priceless collection
contains several intricate statues carved from tree roots; elabo-
rate giant Buddhase, ships, pagodas and even a complete two-ton
rickehaw, made entirely of jade; and massive fantasy scenes

-day between 7 a.m. and 11 a.m. — often drawing it upside down! He
dressed in mismatching bright colors and patterns (his best friend
Bugs Baer once described his wardrobe as looking like a paint fac-
tory had exploded in his closetl),wore bow ties.and two-toried spat
shoes, Hecollected cars, but never learned To drive and though he
regularly used complicated
sotind and recording equip-
ment for his broadcasts,
associates noted that he was
afraid to use the telephone far
fear he would be electrocutédl
He was a non-swimmer, but
he lived on the ocean and had
an odd assortment of boate,
108 including dugout eanozs from

Mf e TR Fanama, a gondola from Venice

: and an authentic Chinese
of Meteora, Greece, 1337. junk, named the Mon Lel. Hie

musetim-like homes, one in Florida and two in New York, were filled
with artifacts he brought back from hie travels, At his palatial
thirty-four room BION |sland home i Mamaroneck, New York, there
were hundreds of Chinese statues and wall hangings, Indian totem

poles, a'huge collection of beer steins, weapons of torture from

Germany, colossus Oriental bronze guardian statues, a twenty foot
pet python and even a one-eyed dog named Cyclope.




PORTRAIT BUST oF MR BIPLEY
SCULPTURED By ABLIND MAN
MARK SHOESMITH
—TOTALLY BLIND
CREATED THIS EXCELLENT WORK oF ART
SOLELY By MEANS oF HIS SENSEoF TONCH

s last tefp, 1948,

Hhove - Ripley with
1833.

- Rl is Hawall o

Hbove Lto B - Chicken
that lived for | 7 days with-
out a bead., #x echidra,

Ripley was algo inbrigued with animal oddities, poer creatures
dealt strange fates by "Mother Nature”. The Ripley collection taday
includes a horze with three legs; two-headed calves, pigs, rabbits,
turtles and kittens; albino animals including 2 buf‘falﬂ. a moose

and a lion; giant snakes and alligators; a whole msnaggne of multi-
winged and multi-limbed birds; and even a headless GhleGﬂ!’

In addition to these "truth i stranger than fiction!t genuine
creatures, the Ripley collection also containe some.not quite 0.
well documented mythical creatures, like "Fiji mermaids, fur-covered
fish, footprints of Bigfoots and chupacabras, a New Jers "D’MI -
and even hair from the Abominable Snowman of the Htmalayaﬂ
‘Mountains! ey o S




Today these legends are jpined by
a whale new cast of modem wonders,
people like:

» Walter Hudson, a New York man
who grew to an amazing 1400+ Ibs
eating a daily diet of: 2 boxes of
sausaqges, 1 pound of bacon, 12 egge
and a loaf of bread for breakfast; 4
Big Macse, 4 cheeseburgers, and &
large fries for lunch; 3 ham steaks
or 2 chickens, 4 baked potatoes,

4 sweet potatoes; and 4 heads of
broecoli for dinner; washed down by
six quarts of soda at each meall

The 19503 and 40z were the Golden
Age of Ripley. The phrases “Belisve It
or Not!" and “That's one for Rip™ had
become a part of everyday epeech.

In small towns and big cities across
North America people filled'movie the-
aters and vaudeville halis to hear his
lectures and to see his filme. Virtually
gelf-educated, he was the author of
three best selling books, the helder

of three honoraty PHD titles from
esteemed colleges, and a millionzire to
bogt! The shy young man korn of poor
farmers in 2 small town:in California
had become a celebrated public figure
more popular than the President!

* Johnny Tong, a young man who
can insert his pet enake up his nos-
trile and retrieve it out his mouth.

* The "Ubangi" Women of Chad,
Africa who insert wooden plates
into thelr mouths, which extend their
lips to huge proportions.

» The Padaung women of
Myanmar who stretch their necks
sometimes as much as 25" high
with large heavy brass coile.

i

» Rodney Fox, an
Australian spear
fisherman who
survived being
attacked by a
Great White
shark. His man-
gled body was lit-
erally held together

by his wet suit until he was rescued

and repaired with 463 gtitches!

2 :, il



Ripley s Believe H or Mot/ Odditorium in Surfers Pavadise, Austvalia,

Part Two:
Odditoriums
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Above ~ Rokert Wadlow wovs a sige 3 TAA shoe
and weighed 491 ths!




Amongst the 'old favorites” there is..

<» Robert Wadlow, The Alton Giant who at
a height of & 1"was the tallest mian of all
tithe. In 1940, at the age of 22 he appeared
on Kipley's popularradio program.

3
.

{1 ’

Wang, the Human Unicorn, a
Manchurian farmer with a deer antler-like
18" horh growing out of the back of his
head. Ripley's photo of this man, taken in
1928, remains ohe of the most utusual
and unbelievable images in the entire
Ripley collection.

From Lty 2 - 1/ & f?ayad{bxe-, Florida,

-?/oéwém Wo&, % 2/:‘3"&4&‘&! 6’@., Wew !}étdeée,

Liu Ch'ung, the double-eyed man of
China who had two seta of pupils In
each of hie eyesl

Alexandre Patty, a French circus acro-
bat who could climb, or should we say—
bbunce—up and down stairs an his head!

The Lighthouse Man, a beggar who
roamed the streets of Chunaking, China
with a candle eet into the top ofihis head!
The candle was Insarted irto a surgically
drilled hole in his ekull and held in place
with melted wax. In exchange for a few
pennies, he hired himeelf out as a night-
time guide taking tourists through the
city's dark atid dangerous ofreete.

Avelino Perez, who could pop hie eyes
out of thelr sockets!

Johhny Eck, who Ripley called "The Most

Amazing Man Alive"—an extremely ver-

e - : satile man born with no legs who was anh
o Lto R~ 1) Roxica Cot. 70, - acoomplished painter and could perform

3/ Vera Crug, Morico Ay Mastos 2/ #ollywood, California, :»,f:e-mirf;!y imprrjasibIe maneuvers }rike. climb-

ifig a/ladder.

2




From Lo 2-1/ Onlando, . Wlissoart,
3) Miagare Falls, Canada
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From Lo z-
1/ Copentagen, Denmark,

2 ) Panama City Boach, Florida
3 Blackpool, England

S Ripley s Bolieve Ftor Tot!
" Oddiforium in
- San Antonio, Fonas.

STRANGE PEOPLE
& ODD ANIMALS

f % T In one of his first Believe It or
' Not! books, Robert Ripley wrote
that he had seen many strange
things, but "the strangest
SR thing he ever saw was man",
Pe, o : No Ripley’s Believe It or
Not! Museum would be
complete without an
assortment of the
incredible people who
, Ripley met on his jour-
,%Jl Tt neys around the world. In his day Ripley
g often "displayed" these actual people at his
i | odditoriums, presented live on stage as
L irrefutable evidence of their existence.
: Today they are brought back to life with
authentic photographs, movies and finely

: L detailed wax representations.
24 ! 33

. $Z7U090 T  w

Ripley s Believe ot Hot! Museum
in London, 5&9(’&;&1’-.




TRIBAL ARTIFACTS

Amonagst Ripley's most exotic treasures are
fascinating oultural artifacts acquired in the
primitive outposte of civilization, rare obijegps™
like decorated ancestor hedda atia-cafinibal.

skulls, Before the artivalof Europqsi‘ne.
statues in New Guinea of revered
people were displayed with real
human heads in front of clan dwell-
ings. The skulls and statues were
thought to hold the virtles of the
deceased and were considered a
holy link between the past and present.
From Africa, Ripley brought back rare
carved statues of deities, erocodile
jawbone daggers, and maskse made from
the flayed skin of human slaves. From
Fiji he collected genuine
TR gannibal forks and from
Borneo, ornately
decorated headhunting
sworde. And of course,
from South America,
there are the infamous
shrunken heads —
there are currently over
N seventy ehrunken heads
‘ \ in the Ripley collection of
' more than twenty
. Tthousand artifacts —
Bl including two female
BN shrunken torgos, one
e '%’ of which was once
B owned by writer
Ernest Hemihgway!

’. .
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Palaces of Cunigsities and Wonders

Fipley s ferst odditoriam openrd in Chicago in 1933,

In 1933 almost 2 million people visited Ripley's first “Odditorium”
at the World's Fair in Chicago. Inside the museum were dozens of
Ripiey's famous cartoons and hundreds of strange artifacts from
every corner of the globe, like human bone outfits from Tibet, med-
leval chastity belts from Europe, and the feature exhibit, an amazing
lifz-size self-portrait of Japanese artist Hananuma Masakichi.

Masakichi areated his own image for his fiancée after learning
he was il with tuberculosis. The
sculpture, consisting of hundreds
of tiny interlocking pieces of wood
so skillfully dovetailed and joined.as
to avoid detectioh, is anatomically
correct down to the smallest detail
and includes the artist’s own hair,
fingernaile and toenails.,

Detail from sealpture of Japarede
artist Hananuma Wasakichi.

Jhe Wsdern Ripley Collection

Today many of Ripley's treasures can be seen in Believe It or Not!
museums located around the world. Each museum is unigue in its
architecture, its collection of oddities and their presentation. There
is a careful balance between the strange, the shocking and the
beautiful. In the museums there are works of art made from every-
day objects, incredible collections, and samples of strange hobbies.
There are exhibita
from the world of
science and illusions,
hands-on interactive
displays, videos and
state of the art
special effects, all set
in exotic themed
surroundings,
including spooky
graveyards, lush
Juntgles and sceres
of naturai disasten,

# chair owned by
géant Johann Petursson
matkes for a perfect



LAST MINUTE

{CHANGED DALY)

i black dot.
ep staring at the ‘
“iffer a while the glow will
appear to disappeaxr.

ulptor,

like ever created—jq
is made entirely

of wood (2,000
& Thﬁ statue is now

on exhibition jn
at the World's Fair,
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Amongst the rarest curiosities in the collection of unbelievable arti-
facts were a pair of shrunken heads from Ecuador, South America,
one of which Ripley received in the mail with a note saying: “Flease
take good care of this. | think it is one of my relatives|”

The practice of shrinking human heads was once common amongst
the Jivare Indians of Ecuador, South America. The shrinking of human
heads was a ritual that had been handed down for centuries from one
gensration to another The heads of slain enemies were valued as war
trophies and symbols of bravery. When a fighter killed his enemy, the

victim's head was cut off. The skin was then peeled away
. from the skull and hot stones and sand were poured
! into the cavity. The head was sewn shut and bailed in
herbs unsil it shrunk to the size of a fist. 1t was then
amoked over an open fire to darken and harden it
while ceremorial dances, songs, and feasts were
performed—often for as long as three days.

Hfrica,

the Pacific ”atgﬁmdf.
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